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Conser va t ion   NEWS 
Still repairing flood damage, three years later 

Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
can be found in every county in            
Minnesota. A majority of them work 
with farmers to ensure that their soil 
stays healthy and stays put. Poor soils are 
less productive and, left bare, can      
pollute local streams and lakes when 
they start eroding. 

SWCDs in northeastern Minnesota also 
work with private landowners, howev-
er, since agriculture is not as prevalent 
here, much of our work focuses on help-
ing landowners care for the ubiquitous 
lakeshore, streambanks, wetlands and 
woods that we all appreciate about this 
beautiful and prosperous area. 

The heavy rains that fell three and a half 
years ago caused so much damage to 
buildings, roads, pipes and homes. It is 
easy to direct our anger and frustration 
over this event towards the flooded 
streams and rivers that caused the      
destruction. However, many of these 
streams were highly altered over       
decades by humans to accommodate 
growing cities and therefore could not 
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handle all of the extra water coursing 
through their narrowed, straightened, 
or even buried channels.   

Over the past three years, our office, 
with assistance from our area            
engineering staff, have been helping 
people repair their flood-damaged 
property. From Merritt Creek in West 
Duluth to the Whiteface River in Mead-
owlands, weõve been able to turn some 
very  ugly and even dangerous eroded 
bluffs and banks into stable landscapes 
that in many cases are in even better 
shape than they were before the flood.  

In 2015, we designed and constructed 
twelve local stream restoration projects 
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at a cost of almost one million dollars, 
including a project with a private 
homeowner and the City of Duluth on 
Stewart Creek (see before and after 
photos, above). 2016 will see the  
completion of some of the last pro-
jects from our original list of almost 
one hundred. Funding for these pro-
jects comes to us from the generous 
people of Minnesota via disaster re-
covery funding from the legislature. 
Our State agency partner, the Minne-
sota Board of Water and Soil Re-
sources, distributes the funding to our 
office and helps us ensure that it is 
allocated correctly. 

The South St. Louis Soil & Water Conservation District 
offers many programs to help landowners ñ both urban 
and rural ñ take good care of their property. We have the 
technical capability and regulatory knowledge to assist you 
in any of the following areas: 

Caring for your stream or lakeshore: In a state (and 
County) as water-rich as ours, many homeowners and 
landowners live on property that includes streams or 
lakeshore. Erosion can occur naturally or due to human 
actions on the land. Everyone wants to enjoy their property, 
but there are ways to balance our wants with natureõs 
needs. Call us any timeñwe are happy to come to your 
property and provide guidance on taking good care of your 
shoreline property.  

Woodland Stewardship: This coming year, we hope to 
have increased capacity to help woodland landowners. If 
you have woodlands on your property and would like some 
help determining how to best manage them for wildlife, 
recreation or profit, give us a call. We will also be able to 
help you meet the requirements and answer questions 
related to Class 2c and SFIA tax / incentive programs.  

Wetland Conservation: There are many regulations 
regarding wetlands. If you have questions about wetlands on 
your property, you can call our office for information.   

Conservation Education: If you are interested in having 
someone from our office come speak to your class or 
community group about environmental issues, please call  
218-723-4946.  

* identified as native to St. Louis County, Minnesota and surrounding area, in Welby Smithôs Trees and Shrubs of Minnesota, University of Minnesota Press, 2008. 

What the Conservation District can do for you! 

tƘƻǘƻǎ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎ YƭŜƛǎǘ 

2016 Native Tree & Shrub Descriptions* 

Species 
Mature Size 

(height/width) 

Light 
Needs 

More about growth rate, soil preference, uses & edibility! 

Ash, Mountain 20' / 20' Any Slow growing, prefers rich soils but tolerates others, good for birds. Sorbus americana 
Birch, Paper 50-70' / 40' Full Rapid growth prefers well-drained sandy loam. Betula papyrifera 
Cedar, White 40-50' / 15' Any Slow to moderate growth rate, plant in clay loams, sandy loams. Thuja occidentalis 
Cherry, Black 50-75ô / 25ô Full Likes well-drained sandy or loam, hardwood for furniture, fruit for all!   Prunus serotina 
Cherry, Choke 25' / 25' Part Fast growing, loamy well drained soil, tart fruit, & good for jelly, syrup. Prunus virginiana 
Cherry, Pin 30ô / 5ô Full Plant in full sun, could produce in 2 years, sour fruit for jelly. Prunus pensylvanica 
Cherry, Sand 3-6ô / 3-6ô Full Winter hardy, loamy soil, edible fruit, good for birds, deer browse. Prunus besseyi 
Chokeberry, Black 3-6ô / 3-6ô Full Red autumn leaves, white flowers, lasting fruit, adapts to most soils. Aronia melanocarpa 
Cottonwood 80-100ô / 45ô Full Massive, fast growing in floodplains, streambanks, lakeshores.  Populus deltoides 
Cranberry, Highbush 12ô / 12ô Part Prefers moist well-drained soil, but not particular about type. Viburnum trilobum 
Dogwood, Gray 6' / 12' Part Not fussy about soil type, but prefers well drained. Has white flower. Cornus racemosa 
Dogwood, Red-Osier 11' / 12' Any Fast growing, prefers wet sites, red stems. Winter color, food for deer. Cornus sericia 
Elderberry 9' / 9' Part Prefers loamy moist soil, favorite of songbirds, make wine & jelly. Sambucus canadensis 
Fir, Balsam 40-60ô/20-35ô Shade Fast growth, Christmas tree, good for birds, mammals, pulpwood. Abies balsamea 
Grape, Riverbank 20-30ô Shade Found along streams or damp cool woods. Sour, but good for jelly, juice. Vitis riparia 
Hackberry 40-60ô / 25ô Full/Part Floodplains, well-drained, loam non-acidic soils, drought resistant.  Celtis occidentalis 
Hazelnut 8-15ô / 8-12ô Full/Part Filberts edible, plant full sun, produces 2nd year, shallow roots. Corylus sp. 
Juneberry 8' / 8' Part Suckers, grows in all well drained soils, edible fruit, good for wildlife. Amelanchier alnifolia 
Maple, Red 50-70' / 60' Part Moderate to fast growing. Prefers well-drained soil. Red, yellow in fall. Acer rubrum 
Maple, Silver 60-90' / 75' Part Grows in poor wetter soils, rapid growth rate. Yellow fall color. Acer saccharinum 
Maple, Sugar 60-80' / 80' Any Slow-moderate growth, best in well-drained loam. Syrup, bright fall colors. Acer saccarum 
Nannyberry 15-20ô / 6-10ô Part Most soils, edible fruit- date flavor after frost, good for birds. Viburnum lentago 
Ninebark 10ô / 8ô Part Blooms flower clusters, slow growing. Good for difficult sites.  Physocarpus opulifolius 
Oak, Bur 70-80' / 80ô Part Slow growing, likes moist well-drained soil, will grow in other areas. Quercus macrocarpa 
Oak, Red 60-80' / 50' Part Fast growing, prefers well-drained rich moist soils. Quercus rubra 
Oak, White 60-80ô/60-80ô Full/Part Stately with purple fall leaves, likes deep, acidic, sandy loams.  Quercus alba 
Pine, Jack 30-80ô /20-30ô Full Needs full sun, fast growing at first, birds and animals food, sawlogs.  Pinus banksiana 
Pine, Norway (Red) 50-80' / 30' Full Moderate/fast growth, likes sandy well-drained soil. Pinus resinosa 
Pine, White 80-95' / 80' Part Rapid growth rate. Prefers well-drained moist loam, silty loam. Pinus strobus 
Plum, American 25' / 20' Full Loam, sand, gravel well drained, rapid growing, edible red/yellow fruit. Prunus Americana 
Spruce, Black 30-70ô /15-30ô Shade Shortest needle spruce, native to bog areas, moderate growth rate. Picea mariana 
Spruce, White 40-80' / 25' Any Rapid growing, plant in well drained med to fine soils, Christmas tree. Picea glauca 
Sumac, Staghorn 5-15ô / 10-15ô Full Fast growth rate, all soil types, good for wildlife, bank stabilization. Rhus hirta 
Tamarack 50ô / 20ô Full Wide range of soils, wet or dry sites. Yellow fall color; loses needles in winter. Larix laricina 
Willow, Peach-Leaf 25-45ô / 30' Full Grows in moist, well-drained soils, good for riparian restoration. Salix amygdaloides 

Willow, Sandbar 15ô / 4ô Full Great in floodplains, spreads readily, colonizes, stabilizes soils. Salix exigua interior 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Select your pick-up location! 

* Duluth       * Two Harbors        * Grand Marais  
(218) 723-4867       (218) 834-8370            (218) 387-3647 

Name        

Phone        

Address              

City    State Zip   

Email        
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2016 Tree & Shrub Order Form 
Order Deadline: April 1 5, 2016  

 

All orders must be paid in full prior to pick-up. 
Check or money order only, please. 

Send Order Form and Payment to: 
South St. Louis SWCD 

215 North First Ave East, Room 301 

Duluth, MN  55802 

Tree Order Pick-Up  
Please mark your calendar now! Dates for order pick-up at all locations 
are between May 12th & May 14th, 2016. Weôll send an email reminder 
(or postcard) of pick-up details. If you do not hear from us by May 9th, 
check our website or phone your pick-up location. 

Plants Are Perishable - Please Collect Your Order Promptly 
Because of their perishable nature, the SWCD is not responsible for the 
condition of trees or shrubs after pick-up. Trees and shrubs offered are 
conservation-grade, bare-root stock. The SWCD does not guarantee 
survival and/or replacement of trees. Size is subject to change without 
notice. Refunds can only be made if stock is exhausted. Failure to pick 
up your order will result in the loss of your payment. 

Warning: Tall trees and evergreens should not be planted near power 
lines. All shrubs and small trees are OK near lines. 

Check Plant Availability Updates on our Website 
Order early for best selection. After March 1, please check our website 
for stock status before ordering. Our website also features: tree and 
shrub descriptions; photos; planting instructions; & wildlife protection 
strategies.  

Want to Split an Order?  
Go to our Facebook page to find a Seedling Share buying partner! 

Website: www.southstlouisswcd.org 

Phone:  (218) 723-4867 

Email:  info@southstlouisswcd.org 

On Facebook.com/southstlouisswcd 

Order Deadline: April 15, 2016 

 

  
Plant  Species   

Start 
Size 

Plants 
per 

Bundle 
Cost* 

#  of 
Bndls 

Total 
 (Cost x 
Bundles) 

Shrubs 

Sand Cherry     2-3 ft. 25 $40   

Black Chokeberry     18-24ò 25 $40   

Highbush Cranberry     2-3 ft. 10 $25   

Gray Dogwood     18-24ò 25 $40   

Red-Osier Dogwood      2-3 ft. 10 $25   

Elderberry      18-24ò 25 $40   

Nannyberry      12-18ò 25 $40   

Ninebark      2-3 ft. 10 $25   

Sandbar Willow     18-24ò 25 $40   

Small Trees 

Mountain Ash     18-24ò 25 $40   

Choke Cherry      18-24ò 25 $40   

Pin Cherry      18-24ò 25 $40   

Hazelnut      12-18ò 25 $40   

Juneberry (Serviceberry)      18-24ò 25 $40   

American Plum (Wild)    3-4ô 10 $25   

Staghorn Sumac    12-24ò 25 $40   

Tall Trees 

Paper Birch      12-18ò 25 $40   

Black Cherry   3-4 ft. 10 $25   

Cottonwood     18-24ò 25 $40   

Hackberry     12-18ò 25 $40   

Red Maple      18-24ò 25 $40   

Silver Maple     4-5 ft. 10 $25   

Sugar Maple     12-18ò 25 $40   

Bur Oak     2-3 ft. 10 $25   

Red Oak     3-4 ft. 10 $25   

White Oak  18-24ò 25 $40   

Peach Leaf Willow       18-24ò 25 $40   

Evergreens 

White Cedar  (transplants)     9-16ò 25 $40   

Balsam Fir     (seedlings) 5-8ò 25 $25   

Jack Pine  (seedlings)    6-12ò 25 $25   

Norway (Red) Pine (transplant)    9-24ò 25 $40   

White Pine   (transplants)  9-16ò 25 $40   

Black Spruce (seedlings) 5-12ò 25 $25   

White Spruce   (transplants)   9-16ò 25 $40   

Tamarack (seedlings) 6-12ò 25 $25   

Evergreen Packet  
(5 each of Norway pine, white pine, 
white cedar, and white spruce!) 

 20 $40 
  

Vines 

Riverbank Grape      10-24ò 25 $40   

   
Total 

Payment 
 

   

 

*Prices include MN sales tax  
Tax-exempt orders must have a certificate 
on file with our office. Multiply the total due 
by .927 to calculate pre-tax cost.  

 

Please save a copy for your reference 

SWCD continues to assist MPCA with investigating the health of area    
rivers and streams 

This past fall, the Minnesota Department of Agriculture announced that the 
deadly Emerald Ash Borer beetle had been found in ash trees on Park Point. 
Their arrival was imminentñEAB has been killing ash trees in the eastern U.S. 
for years and it was found in Superior in 2013. However, it is still important to 
do all that we can to contain it to quarantined areas. Minnesota has the largest 
concentration of ash trees in the country. Additionally, when Dutch Elm disease 
hit, many communities replaced dying elm with ash trees in their boulevards. 
Therefore, delaying the spread of EAB will not only give communities time to 
plan and budget for the significant costs associated with removing and replacing 
infected trees but will also give people time to  prepare for a landscape much 
devoid of ash. One simple thing everyone can do to help is to buy and burn 

firewood in the same location.  As adults, EAB beetles can only fly short distances. However, they can move hundreds of miles 
per day if an unsuspecting camper gives it a free ride in the trunk of their car. EAB will kill an ash tree in 2-4 years. However, if 
detected early, homeowners can try to save nearby, uninfected trees. For more information about signs and symptoms of EAB, 
known EAB infestations and identification of ash, please call our office at 218-723-4946, visit the Minnesota Department of 
Agricultureõs EAB websiteñwww.hungrypests.comñor contact your local tree service.  

Once again, this past spring, summer and fall, staff from 
the South St. Louis Soil & Water Conservation District 
grabbed their waders and their waterproof notebooks and 
headed out to remote reaches of rivers and streams all 
along the North Shore to see how they are doing.  

The federal Clean Water Act requires all states to assess 
and monitor their waters in order to determine  if they are 
clean enough to be òfishable and swimmable.ó If they are 
not, States must develop a plan to clean each one of them 
up. In a water-rich place like Minnesota, that requires a lot 
of dedicated people spending a lot of time in the water.  

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency is responsible for 
monitoring and assessing the health of every one of our  
lakes, rivers and streams. Conducting this monumental task 
became easier with the passing of the Clean Water Land & 
Legacy Amendment, which provides funding to not only 
increase the number of waterbodies monitored every year, 
but also the amount of data collected from them.   

A few years ago, the MPCA asked our office if we would 
be able to help them gather data in the St. Louis River 
Watershed as a part of their new 10-year cycle of 
watershed assessment. Such a partnership was in line with 
our mission and offered the opportunity to become aware 
of water quality issues that could impact our conservation 
work with local landowners. Over the past year, our work has shifted into the Lake Superior South Watershed, which includes 
all rivers, streams and lakes between Chester Creek in Duluth and Palisade Creek near Silver Bay. Various types of data are 
collected during our days in the water including whether or not the stream is eroding its banks, the quality of habitat present and 
even the size of the rocks in the streambed. Landowner and citizen involvement is critical to protecting our Stateõs waters as 
many of them run through private land. This coming spring, weõll be holding a series of workshops on the health of our local 
watersheds so keep an eye on our website for more information.  

Emerald Ash Borer arrives in Duluth, much to everyoneôs dismay 
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